The Pastors Connection

May 2010
Creativity and Order
If a person’s gift is leadership, let him govern diligently.” Rom. 12:8

“Everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way” I Cor. 14:40

Welcome spring! Abundance of color and miracle of new life lifts spirits. No other season so boldly declares that God loves both creativity and order! 

The past months the Organization and Constitution Team has been working hard. Conversations have been honest. We reviewed our past. We reached for our future to better live Christ’s story to benefit others. We are grateful for your strong approval affirming the recommendations to create and focus an Oversight Team; reshape Church Council as a Council of Ministries; and simplify gift discernment. 

I am enthused about the clarity provided concerning how I, and your other leaders, can be more fully authorized to serve you with leadership; and more accountable for our service. Clarity increases our chances of remaining a healthy congregation.  
Now that the recommendations have been approved we have begun next steps. Step one invites members to nominate Oversight Team members from outside the congregation to serve alongside our Conference Minister Graham Cyster; and to nominate members of the congregation to serve on the Ministry Council. We appeal to you to prayerfully participate by returning the form by May 9th. 

The second step we are engaged in is to form a draft of our Church Constitution reflecting your approved changes. The draft will only be official after member approval by the 66 2/3 vote needed to make a Constitutional change. We hope to submit the draft to you in May or June. The above verses grace the cover as a standard toward which we aim. 

We believe church organization should reflect the skeleton of our bodies, providing structure and flexibility. When the skeleton is broken, the body can come apart; when inflexible, it can grind to a painful halt. We pray the changes approved will provide adequate structure to help us stand together; and adequate flexibility to run with the wind of God’s Spirit stirring new dreams in our midst.   
We pray vibrant life will keep bursting forth from faithfulness through the winter solstice of our most recent past. 

Joyfully living Christ’s story with you, Pastor Bob

