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Binding and Loosing
“I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” – Jesus in Matthew 18:18

I sit at my desk this morning with deep gratitude. The congregational meeting last night (May 26th) was very encouraging. The open spirit of conversation was a blessing resulting in amendments that strengthened the document. The 100% vote of affirmation provides a solid foundation upon which to better accomplish our mission of joyfully living Christ’s story to benefit others.
It is popular in American religious life to emphasize the worship component of congregational life (which I applaud); but to down play discernment as significant kingdom work (which I grieve). A distinctive of Anabaptist faith was the recognition that meeting together to discern matters of community life literally strengthens ties between heaven and earth. The above verse is one of multiple texts to articulate this principle. 

As congregational chair Bill Beam opened with a devotional building on similar themes. He noted that Constitution work is important, but secondary, to gospel. The primary task of the church is to love God and love neighbor. He also recognized that discerning matters together is a sacred opportunity and serious responsibility. Your Constitution Team worked hard at this secondary task in confidence that a healthy skeleton increases the likelihood of a healthy body. It was an honor to partner with them in this work; and part of what I found encouraging was the reality that although the Team invested multiple hours they remained welcoming of suggested changes to the end. 
Bill introduced the additional agenda with clarity, articulating well the rationale of the proposed recommendations while remaining responsive to the wisdom and perspectives of the congregation. He explained why we have yet to invest surplus funds with Eastern Mennonite Mission. We noted with joy that conservative spending and generous giving has afforded our Treasurer opportunity to bless our budgeted mission recipients by paying ahead on budgeted dollars. We reviewed our work with the Township to receive variances for the Little Conestoga Preschool and for upgrading our sign along the road.   

As I reflect on our work together I sense a deep trust between members and leaders. This is a sacred trust to be guarded carefully and stewarded wisely. The above text reminds us that in so doing we strengthen the ties between heaven and earth. 
Joyfully living Christ’s story with you, Pastor Bob

